
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern Language 
Association (MLA) 
Citation Guide 

MLA (Modern Language Association) style is most 

commonly used to write papers and cite sources within the 

liberal arts and humanities. This resource, updated to 

reflect the MLA Handbook (9th ed.), offers examples for 

the general format of MLA research papers, in-text 

citations, endnotes/footnotes, and the Works Cited page. 

 

 

 

 
Adapted from the MLA Handbook, 9th ed., 

published by the Modern Language Association of 

America, New York 2021. 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/  

Please read this guide first. If you have any questions 

about MLA, please contact at Reference Section of Dr. 

S. R. Lasker Library, East West University.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig. The Student Research process. 
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Ethics is a very important topic in research. Every researcher should know about the ethical 

violations in research. "Research misconduct-fabrication, falsification, and plagiarism-is an 

insidious problem in the scientific community today with the capacity to harm science, scientists, 

and the public." Kornfeld, Donald S. "Research Misconduct: The Search for a Remedy." 

Academic Medicine, vol. 87, no. 7, 2012, pp. 877-882. 

To understand what is plagiarism and how to avoid this serious problem using this link 

https://wts.indiana.edu/writing-guides/plagiarism.html 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Citing and Referencing 
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Basic Paper Format 

In-text Citations 

Works-cited List 

MLA 

Regulates 

Basic Paper Format 

 
When you have been asked to submit a paper in MLA style, you need 

to format the page and present the content in a specific way. The 

following steps will show you how to format a research paper in 

MLA style. However, it should be mentioned here that before 

formatting any style, ask your instructor's guideline first 

https://wts.indiana.edu/writing-guides/plagiarism.html
http://www.lib.ewubd.edu/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

General Paper/Manuscript Format 
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Printout on paper larger than 8½ by 11 inches [do not print the text in an area 

 

Double space the text of paper. 

 

lines. On a new, double-spaced line, center the title. Do 

not  
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Place tables and illustrations as close as possible to the parts of the text to which they relate. 

A table is usually labeled Table, given an Arabic numeral, and titled. Type both label and 

title flush left on separate lines above the table and capitalize them as titles (do not use all 

capital letters). Give the source of the table and any notes immediately below the table in a 

caption. To avoid confusion between notes to the text and notes to the table, designate notes 

to the table with lowercase letters rather than with numerals. Double-space throughout; use 

dividing lines as needed. 
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If you have any endnotes, include them on a separate page before your Works Cited page. 
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The first page of an MLA Style paper will: 

 

 

List your name, your instructor's name, the course and date in the upper left-hand 

 

The paper title should be Center (use standard caps but no underlining, italics, 

 

Create a header in the upper right corner at half inch from the top and one inch 
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Syntax 

Syntax 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In general, the in-text citation will be the author’s last name with a 

page number, enclosed in parentheses. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you are citing from the works of two different authors with the 

same last name, include the author’s first initial in your reference 
 
 

In-Text Citations 
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Syntax 

Syntax 

 

 
 

If there is no author or the author is unknown, use the title. 

Shorter titles can be included in full in the in-text citation. 

Longer titles can be shortened for the in-text citation but the 

first word (not counting articles like a, an, the, etc.) must remain so 

the title can be found in the alphabetized bibliography at the end of 

the paper. Titles of entire works (e.g. book titles) are italicized. 

 

 

 

 

If the entry in the works-cited list begins with the names of two 

authors, include both last names in the in-text citation, connected by and. 

If the source has three or more authors, the entry in the works-cited 

list should begin with the first author’s name followed by et al. The in-text 

citation should follow suit. 
 

 

 

 

 

If you cite more than one work by a particular author, include a 

shortened title for the particular work from which you are quoting to 

distinguish it from the others. 
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Example: 

 

(Encyclopedia of Virginia 212) 

 

 

 

 



Syntax 

Syntax 

Syntax 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the author's name is not mentioned in the sentence, format your 

citation with the author's name followed by a comma, followed by a 

shortened title of the work, followed, when appropriate, by page numbers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you cite from different volumes of a multivolume work, always 

include the volume number and page number followed by a colon and a space. 

Put a space after the colon, then provide the page number(s). (If you only cite 

from one volume, provide only the page number in parentheses.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In your first parenthetical citation, you want to make clear which 

Bible you're using (italicize the title), as each version varies in its translation, 

followed by book (do not italicize), chapter and verse. Do not include page 

numbers. However, for references, employ the same edition of the Bible you 

are using, list only the book, chapter, and verse in the parenthetical citation. 
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Syntax 

Syntax 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For such indirect quotations, use "qtd. in" to indicate the source you 

actually consulted. This is illustrated in the first example on this slide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For works in time-based media, such as audio and video recordings, 

cite the relevant time or range of times if given. Give the numbers of the 

hours, minutes, and seconds as displayed in your media player, separating the 

numbers with colons, with no space on either side. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

When a source has no page numbers or any other kind of part number, 

no number should be given in a parenthetical citation. Do not count 

unnumbered paragraphs, pauses, or other parts. 
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(“Buffy” 00:03:16-17). 
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Syntax 

Syntax 

 

 

 

 

If you quote part or all of a line of verse that does not require special 

emphasis, put it in quotation marks within your text and mention the used 

line. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you add a word or words in a quotation, you should put brackets 

around the words to indicate that they are not part of the original text. 
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Syntax 

 

 
 

Books 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Author. Title of book. Publisher, Year of publication. Medium 

▪ There are four main parts to a book citation: the author’s name, 

the title of the book (italicized), the publisher information and the medium 

type (print, web, etc.) 

▪ The author’s name should be written: Last Name, First Name. 

▪ The title and any subtitles should be italicized. 

▪ If more than one place of publication is given, only provide the 

first one listed. 

▪ Publishers’ names should be listed abbreviated as much as 

possible e.g. omit articles (a, an, the), business abbreviations (Co., Corp, Inc., 

Ltd.) and descriptive words (Books, House, Press, Publishers). 

 
 

Book by a single author 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Begin the entry with the author’s last name, followed by a comma and 

the rest of the name, as presented in the work. 

 

Works-cited List 
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Syntax 

Syntax 

Syntax 

 

Book by two authors 
 

 

 

 

 

If there are two authors, list the authors according to the order of the 

names on the title page. Reverse only the name of the first author, add a 

comma, and give the other names in normal forms. 
 

Book by three or more authors 
 

 

 

 

 

When a source has three or more authors, reverse the first of the 

names and follow it with a comma and add et al. (“and others”). 
 

 

An Anonymous book 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If a book has no author’s or editor’s name on the title page, begin the 

entry with title. Alphabetize the entry by the title, ignoring any initial a, an or 

the. 
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Syntax 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

For one editor entry begin with the following rules 
 

 

 

 

 

 
If there are two or more editor following rules should be followed 

 

Book by a corporate author or organization 
 

 

 

 

 
 

List the names of corporate authors in the place where an author’s 

name typically appears at the beginning of the entry. 

For edited Books 
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Syntax 
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Syntax 

Syntax 

Government document 
 

 

 

 

 

Give the name of the government first, then the name of the agency. 

Revised edition 
 

 

 

 

If an edition is given, specify it by number (2nd ed.), name (Rev. ed.), 

or year (2004 ed.). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Author(s). “Title of Article.” Title of Periodical, vol. x, no. x, season 

or month, Year, pp. x-xx. 
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Example: Hawaii. Office of the Auditor. Follow-up Audit of the Child Protective Services 

 

 

Periodical 
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An Article in a Scholarly Journal 
 

 

 

 

Author(s). “Title of Article.” Title of Journal, vol x, no x, year, pp. 

xx-xx. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article in an Online Database 
 

 

Author(s).“Title of Article.” Title of Journal, volume, issue, year, 

pages.Title of the Database,URL or DOI. 
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Syntax 
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Syntax 

 

 
 

 
 

Author(s). Name of Site. Name of sponsor or publisher, date of 

publication, URL. 

• When citing a website, do not include http:// 

• If you cannot find some of the information, cite what is available. 

• If the author is unknown, put the name of the article or the name of 

the web site in the author position. 

• A website whose title is essentially the same as the name of its 

publisher may omit the publisher name. 

• If the publication date is unknown, substitute the publication date 

with the date the site was accessed. 

• DOIs and permalinks, when available, are preferred over URLs. 

• For in-text citations, use the first item that appears in the Works 

Cited entry that corresponds to the citation. Most often, this will be the author 

or name of the site 
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